
 

  

 

LONG TOM WATERSHED COUNCIL 
Bimonthly watershed news and meeting notice 

SEPTEMBER  2009 

The Long Tom Watershed Council serves to improve water quality and watershed condition 
 in the Long Tom River basin through education, coordination, consultation, and cooperation among all interests, 

using the collective wisdom and voluntary action of our community members. 
 

751 S. Danebo Ave., Eugene, OR  97402   ·   Phone:  (541) 683-6578    ·    Fax:  (541) 683-6993  

www.longtom.org  

 
Action 

Through  
Understanding 

 
 

Saturday, September 12, 2009 
12:30 p.m.ñ4:00 p.m. 

Polyrock Ranch 
84402 Territorial Hwy., Eugene 

YOUõRE INVITED! 
Long Tom Watershed Council 

12th Annual Meeting & Celebration 

Oaks, Ranching  
& Wildlife  

 

Maintaining the 
balance &  

reaping the  
rewards with a 

long term vision 

RSVP BY SEPT. 1st  
 

To RSVP please mail payment 
to the Council office.   

 
Tickets $10 -$20, sliding scale.  

See page 4 for details.  
 

Want to lend a hand?  
Give us a call!  

683 -6949  

FEATURING   

Community potluck & 
main dish provided by        

Polyrock Ranch  

Raffle prizes!  Music!  

Meet your watershed 
neighbors  

Guest speakers &              
rancherôs perspective  

Awards and                
presentations  

Oak habitat  and creek                 
restoration tours  

 INSIDE: 
 
 

Pg. 2  Jordan Creek Restoration Project Profile 
Pg. 4  CELEBRATION DETAILS! 
Pg. 5  Council Business Background/ Elections 
tƎΦ с  C¸ Ψлу-Ωлф !ƴƴǳŀƭ wŜǇƻǊǘ 
 

 
 
Pg. 8  2009 Restoration Projects Snapshot 
Pg. 9   Model Watershed Program and Awards 
Pg. 10  Our Watershed and Council 
Pg. 11  Watershed Calendar & Opportunities 



 

2 

 

 

COYOTE CREEK FISH PASSAGE & JORDAN 
CREEK RIPARIAN ENHANCEMENT AT MATTSONȭS 

PROJECT BACKGROUND 

Before: An excavator removes an undersized culvert that 
blocked fish passage to 46 miles of upstream habitat.  

PROJECT FUNDING & SUPPORT 

Project Cost:                  $155,692 

OWEB Grant:                 $114,167 
In-kind & Cash Match:                $41,525 
 

 
Partners: 
Oregon Watershed Enhancement Board 
The Mattson Family, Landowners 
Bureau of Land Management 
Oregon Department of Fish & Wildlife 
Many individual volunteers 

After:  Cutthroat trout and other native fish & amphibians  
can migrate freely up and down Coyote Creek. 

Project Location 

     This project was located at Mattsonõs on Coyote 
Creek, the southernmost sub-watershed in the Long 
Tom Basin. The culvert that channeled Coyote 
Creek under the ranchõs driveway was undersized 
and blocked access to 46 miles of perennial 
streamsñalmost half of the sub-watershed.  Many 
of these streams have good to excellent spawning 
and rearing habitat for cutthroat trout which made 
replacing this culvert a high priority. During high 
flows, water shot out of the culvert creating a ve-
locity  barrier for fish and causing significant bank 
erosion.  During low water, there was a 2-foot 
drop that prevented trout from passing upstream.  
     The Mattson Ranch is also home to the lower 
half of Jordan Creek, which flows into Coyote 
Creek.  In the early 1900õs, part of the stream was 
re-routed around several pastures, creating a 
straight channel with poor fish habitat and steep 
eroding banks. Grazing had further eroded sec-
tions of the creek, prevented native shrubs and 
trees from establishing, and led to a riparian area 
dominated by non-native blackberry. There was 
little shade along the stream and water  
temperatures did not meet the state standard  
during the summer.  High E. coli and nutrient levels 
in Coyote Creek pointed to the need to keep  
livestock out of Coyote Creek and its tributaries. 
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ENVIRONMENTAL & ECONOMIC BENEFITS  

RESTORATION TECHNIQUES 

     Replacing the culvert with a bridge was the 
most cost-effective and best restoration solution 
for fish passage on Coyote Creek. The concrete 
slabs for the bridge were salvaged from an 
ODOT detour bridge.  
     To exclude livestock from Jordan Creek, the 
landowners installed woven wire fencing  
along 3,500õ of stream and established several 
off-stream watering facilities.   
     Blackberry in the riparian area was cut and 
spot sprayed.  Volunteers and a professional 
crew planted over 5,000 native trees and shrubs 
along Jordan Creek over two winters.  Willow 
and dogwood were planted close to the stream 
and drought tolerant species were planted higher 
up on the bank.    

Cutthroat trout, western brook lamprey, and 
other native fish and amphibians can now mi-
grate freely between upper and lower Coyote 
Creek. 
Riparian plantings will provide shade for the 
stream and reduce water temperatures. The 
native species used in the project will also help 
stabilize the bank and create  forage and 
cover for native birds, mammals, and  

      amphibians. 
During high flows, the willows and dogwood 
will dissipate energy and provide areas of 
slower velocity in the floodplain for juvenile 
cutthroat trout.  
In the long run, trees from the upper bank will 
fall into Jordan Creek and provide  additional 
cover and structure for fish. 
Excluding livestock from the riparian area will 
protect the new plantings, improve bank stabil-
ity, and decrease E. coli levels in the stream. 
Contractors from the surrounding area were 
hired for all phases of the project, helping to 
boost the local economy.       

After: Native vegetation rebounded after livestock were excluded 

The Long Tom Watershed Council serves to improve water quality and watershed condition in the Long Tom River basin 
through education, coordination, consultation, and cooperation among all interests, using the  collective wisdom and  

voluntary action of our community members. 
 

751 S. Danebo Ave., Eugene, OR  97402   ·   Phone:  (541) 683-6578  

www.longtom.org  

Before: Livestock prevented riparian vegetation from thriving. 

Volunteers help plant trees along Jordan Creek. 
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EVENT DETAILS 
 

Lunch tickets:  $10-20 sliding scale 
Raffle tickets:  $1 each 
RAFFLE PRIZES! *Mushroom Madness 

foray *Sailing Excursion on Fern Ridge 
and lunch *McKenzie whitewater rafting 
adventure *Wintergreen Farms - case of 
homemade strawberry jam *and More!  

Potluck:  Main dish provided by Polyrock 
Ranch!  Bring a dish to share τ                    
A-M dessert, N-Z side dish or salad 

Elections:  Vote for Steering Committee 
Members and changes to By-laws 

Bring your blankets or lawn chairs 

Long Tom Watershed Council 
12th Annual Meeting & Celebration 

Saturday, September 12, 2009 
12:30 p.m.ñ4:00 p.m. 

Polyrock Ranch 
84402 Territorial Hwy., Eugene 

AGENDA 
 

12:30p  Jordan Creek Restoration Tour 

1:30p   Event and Voter Registration 

2:00p    Music by the Eugene City Barnstormers 

   Welcome and Potluck 

2:30p    Speakers:   

  Deb Mattson, Polyrock Ranch 

  Peg Boulay, Wildlife Biologist  

  Pam Wiley, Meyer Memorial Trust 

3:15p   Watershed awards and appreciation 

3:30p   Elections & RAFFLE!!  

4:00p   Optional Tours:  Oak walk/interpretation 
  or learn about Polyrock Ranch 

Organization: E-mail: 

Number of people (over age 5) for all-you-can-eat lunch ______ X $10-20 each = $______ 

 

What dish will you bring (A-M dessert; N-Z side dish/salad)?________________________ 
 

Help us out, buy your raffle tickets in advance!        #________  x $1/each = _________ 

Would you prefer a vegetarian meal?      If so, how many?___________ 

Name: 

Y N 

Phone: 

Please make check payable to Long Tom Watershed Council (LTWC) and mail to: 

 751 South Danebo Avenue, Eugene, OR 97402 

Questions?  Please call Susan Oldland at 683-6949 or stewardship@longtom.org.  

Please RSVP to the Council office by Tuesday, September 1st. 

Long Tom Watershed Council 
Annual Meeting Reservation Form 
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STEERING COMMITTEE ELECTIONS  
 

Every year, new Steering Committee members are elected to work on the Council Board.  All     
members of the Council, that is every adult with an interest in the watershed who signs in at the An-
nual Meeting, help elect the slate of candidates.   
 

The following members are up for second term re-election:  Ric Ingham (second term, 3 years), 
Peg Boulay (second term, 1 year), Rich Reeves (second term, 1 year), Jim Pendergrass (second term, 
3 years), Tony Stroda (second term, 1 year, Immediate Past Chair)    

 

New members up for a first term are Steve Cole, Jason Hunton, Deborah Saunders, Chad Stroda: 
 

Steve Cole is a native Oregonian and consulting forester for woodland and forestland owners in the 
watershed and region.  Steve is interested in promoting practical and sustainable land stewardship; 
maintaining, improving and protecting water quality; and controlling invasive plant and animal   
species through education and eradication efforts.  Steve graduated from OSU with a degree in    
forest management, and worked as an industrial forester for the Woolley family in Drain and later 
for the Giustina family in Eugene.   He has been a consulting forester since 1992.  Steve lives in 
Eugene; he has 3 grown daughters and a 15 year old son. 
 

Jason Hunton was raised in Junction City.  After over a decade away, Jason has recently married and 
returned home to manage his family's farm.  Jason is interested in wetlands restoration, native    
species, fishing, wildlife photography, riparian areas and land banks.  He is knowledgeable about  
agricultural needs and perspectives and looks forward to contributing to the Council's work. 
 

Deborah Saunders Evans is a limnologist and long-time resident of the area with experience as a 
program director, policy analyst, and consultant.  Deborah served on the Long Tom Watershed 
Council's first Interim Steering Committee and provided technical assistance in writing the council's 
first water quailty monitoring grant.  Deborah is interested in improving and protecting water       
resources and habitats, fostering communication between all stakeholders, outreach and education, 
and long-term organizational stability. 
 

Chad Stroda is the 5th generation on the Stroda Brothers Farm in Monroe.  After education in       
agriculture and machinery, Chad worked in California and Hawaii before returning home to work on 
the family farm.  Chad will help bring an agricultural perspective to the Steering Committee. 
 

Bios for current members volunteering for another term can be found on the website:  
http://longtom.org/documents/archive_reports/SCandStaffBios2008-09.pdf 

Council Business Backgrounder for Elections 

Proposed changes to Bylaws, Section 2.3 

The Council is requesting the Steering Committee members serve 4 years instead of 3 year terms.  If 
adopted, the bylaws would read (new language underlined):   

ά¢ƘŜ ƛƴƛǘƛŀƭ ǘŜǊƳ ƻŦ ƻŦŦƛŎŜ ŦƻǊ ƴŜǿƭȅ ŜƭŜŎǘŜŘ ŘƛǊŜŎǘƻǊǎ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ǘƘǊŜŜ όоύ  four (4) years, with some flexibility.    
Terms shall be staggered so that approximately one-third (1/4) of director positions will be up for election 
each year.  There is no limit to the number of terms a director may serve, however the second and con-
secutive terms will vary  between one and three four ȅŜŀǊǎΦέ  
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Who we are  
Formed in 1997, the  

Long Tom Watershed 

Council is a 501c3      

non-profit citizensô group   

comprised of people from 

all perspectives, and 

guided by a diverse 

Steering Committee.  

The Council has a      

successful track record of           

addressing local land and 

water issues in a          

proactive and positive 

manner. 
 

Where we work  
Amazon Creek 

Bear Creek 

Coyote Creek 

Elk, Noti, Poodle Creeks 

Fern Ridge Tributaries 

Ferguson Creek 

Lower Amazon Creek 

Lower Long Tom River 

Spencer Creek 

Upper Long Tom River 
 

Contacts  
Tony Strada 

President 
 

Dana Erickson  
Executive Director 
 

Cindy Thieman  
Restoration & Monitoring 

 

(541) 683-6578 

www.longtom.org 

 
 

Program Accomplishment Highlights  
 

Watershed Restoration  

We support private and public land managers in a range of restoration activities 
that improve fish  passage, water quality, and habitat.  We work on farms and 
woodlands as well as  developed and  natural areas.  Projects are prioritized 
ÂÁÓÅÄ ÏÎ ×ÁÔÅÒÓÈÅÄ ÄÁÔÁ ÁÎÄ ÔÈÅ #ÏÕÎÃÉÌȭÓ #ÏÎÓÅÒÖÁÔÉÏÎ 3ÔÒÁÔÅÇÙȢ 

Completed 8 restoration projects of all types on private and public land.    
Initiated 6 new restoration projects and performed ongoing work on 8 others.   

 

Sub-watershed Enhancement  

We resolve known impairments to water quality and habitat by hosting learning 
and problem-solving sessions with landowners in each creekbasin.  As people 
determine the solutions that work best for them, we 
assist with funding, project implementation, and      
ongoing stewardship.  

Finished Phase I outreach in Bear Creek  

Work beginning in Coyote Creek     

 

Monitoring & Assessment  

Monitoring and surveying help identify issues and   
ÐÏÔÅÎÔÉÁÌ ÐÒÏÊÅÃÔÓ ÁÎÄ ×ÉÌÌ ÁÌÓÏ ÔÒÁÃË ÔÈÅ #ÏÕÎÃÉÌȭÓ   
progress over time.   

Fish Barrier Assessment (2008-10) 
Project and water quality monitoring (ongoing) 

 

Community Involvement  

The Council is a diverse and inclusive group representing all perspectives in the 
basin.  We hold regular discussions on watershed health and aim to turn           
understanding into action.  People say their involvement with the Council helps 
build community among neighbors and do the right thing. 
 

Hosted tours of 6 projects 
and 4 watershed meetings on 
water quality, invasive plants, 
wildlife areas, and toxins in the       
Amazon. 

Involved 124 volunteers in 
planting and mulching, 21       
volunteers in research and 
committee work. 

 

2009 Annual Report       
Action through Understanding  
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Funding and SupportFunding and Support   
    Fiscal Year July 2008 ñ June 2009   

Major Funding Major Funding 
PartnersPartners   

Public 

Bureau of Land Management 

City of Eugene 

City of Veneta 

DEQ 

Lane Council of Governments 

OWEB 
 

Private 

 Lane County Small  

Woodlands Association 

Meyer Memorial Trust  

National Fish and Wildlife  

Foundation 

Oregon Trout 

Reerslev Farms, Inc 

  Roseburg Resources Co. 

SureCrop Farm Services    

Swanson Group, Inc. 

&9ȭΡΫ )ÎÃÏÍÅ ÁÎÄ %ØÐÅÎÓÅÓ 
Income   

Grants 295,888 
Donations-transferred 5,221 
Donations 3,653 
Annual Meeting 1,533 

Program Service Revenue 152 
Interest 4,162 

Total Income 310,609 

  

Expenses   

Personnel 167,293 

Restoration services/materials 131,363 
Travel/Mileage 3,808 

Professional Services 3,288 

Education Supplies 2925 
Insurance 3,325 
Office/Occupancy 7,035 
Training 955 
Misc. 537 

Total Expenses 320,529 
Part of FY09 income is restricted for grant      
expenses to be incurred in FY10 and FY11.                          
Financial statements available upon request. 

Board  
Members  
2008 -09  

 

Lower Long Tom 
Tony Stroda, 

Chair  

Jim Pendergrass, 

Treasurer  

Eric Freepons 
 

Upper Long Tom 
Patti Little, 

Secretary 

Ric Ingham, 

Vice-Chair 

Carl Harrison 
 

Amazon 
Peg Boulay 

Eric Wold 

Brad Taylor 
 

At Large 
Rich Reeves 

Kat Beal 

Kim Carson 

The Long Tom Watershed Council serves to improve water quality and watershed condition in the                        
Long Tom River basin through education, coordination, consultation, and cooperation among all interests,         

       using the collective wisdom and voluntary action of our community members. 

Restoration 

$201,589 

71%  

Education 

$65,798 

23% 

Monitoring  

$17,807 

6% 

Program  
$285,203 

88% 

Administration   
$30,140 

10% 
Fundraising 

$5,186 

2% 

Fast Facts 
 

88% of all spending supports 
program activities. 

Individual donations help 
the Council leverage          
approximately $150,000 per 
year in state  watershed    
enhancement funds, and 
help the Council compete  
for many other grants. 

/ÖÅÒ ΫΡϷ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ #ÏÕÎÃÉÌȭÓ 
grant funds are spent in 
Lane County. 

Every hour of staff time   
leverages an hour of          
volunteer time. 


