
 

  

 

LONG TOM WATERSHED COUNCIL 
Watershed news and meeting notice 

APRIL 2010 

The Long Tom Watershed Council serves to improve water quality and watershed condition 
 in the Long Tom River basin through education, coordination, consultation, and cooperation among all interests, 

using the collective wisdom and voluntary action of our community members. 
 

751 S. Danebo Ave., Eugene, OR  97402   ·   Phone:  (541) 683-6578    ·    Fax:  (541) 683-6998  

www.longtom.org 

 

 
Action 

Through  
Understanding 

Inside: 

Pg. 2τ Tour background info 

Pg. 4τ Native turtles of Oregon  

Pg. 5τ New PayPal button! 

Pg. 6τ New staff members 

Pg. 7τ Calendar & Announcements 

Pg. 8τ Please help continue grants 

Pg. 9τ Watershed map & contacts 

Volunteer Opportunities! 
 

Newsletter Printing & Mailing 
The Long Tom Watershed is looking for  
volunteers to help print, fold, and mail our 
ƴŜǿǎƭŜǘǘŜǊΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ άŎƘŀǘ ǘƛƳŜέ ǿƛǘƘ ǎǘŀŦŦ ƛǎ ŀ 
great way to learn about the Council and its 
activities. Time: 2-4 hours per mailing. 
 

Native Plant MulchingτMay 8th & others 
Help the Council mulch around native trees 
and shrubs planted at restoration sites. 
 

Rob: 683-6949 or operations@longtom.org 

April Watershed Council 
Project Tour & Discussion 

Tuesday, April 27, 2010 @ 5:45 p.m. 
Laughing Stock Farm 

83601 Territorial Rd, Eugene, OR 
Free and open to everyoneτrefreshments served! 
This is an outdoor tour in the field. Rain or shine. 

Carpool is an option from the Council office at 5:15 
 

Coyote Creek  
Stream Habitat Enhancement 

 

How to restore a stream to a more natural channel 

and why 

Replacing a fish passage barrierðthe contractorôs 

perspective 

Removing invasive plants; choosing and planting 

natives 

- Pat McDowell, UO Geography 

- Paul Atkinson, landowner 

- Dennis Cole, contractor 

- Cindy Thieman & Jed Kaul, LTWC 
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PROJECT TOUR BACKGROUND: COYOTE CREEK TRIBUTARY 

ENHANCEMENT & FISH PASSAGE IMPROVEMENT AT ATKINSONȭS 

PROJECT BACKGROUND & DESCRIPTION 

This project restored 1400 feet of a Coyote Creek    
tributary on the Atkinson Farm along Territorial Hwy.   
Project goals were to improve fish passage, restore     
instream habitat, improve water quality, and enhance  
riparian vegetation. This seasonal tributary has the      
potential to provide good spawning and rearing habitat 
for resident cutthroat trout, sculpin, and other native fish 
living in this tributary and Coyote Creek.  
 

An undersized culvert at the upstream end of the site  
created higher velocity stream flows that caused erosion 
and a barrier to fish passage. In addition, the tributary 
was straightened around 50 years ago, which led to   
accelerated stream flow, increased erosion, channel     
incision, and reduced the amount of stream habitat for 
fish. Blackberry became established along the stream, 
which outcompeted native trees and shrubs. Because of the 
steep, eroding stream banks it was difficult to keep under 
control with mowing.  
 

This project was funded by the landowner and a grant 
from the Oregon Watershed Enhancement Board. In  
addition, Council volunteers from Lane Community College 
and the University of Oregon donated many hours of time 
planting willow stakes, trees and shrubs. 

Before the project:  The existing channel  was deeply  
incised and lined with non-native Himalayan blackberry.  

Project Location 

Project Site: 

After the project: The blackberry were removed and  
replaced with native trees and shrubs. In this section, the 
channel was reconstructed with stream rock and log weirs.  
The channel cross-section is wider and shallower, which 
decreases erosion and improves floodplain connectivity. 
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PROJECT TOUR BACKGROUND (CONTINUED) 
RESTORATION TECHNIQUES 

 

PROJECT BENEIFTS 

Improved fish passage 

Return stream channel to a more natural path 

Improved quality and increased quantity of aquatic 

and riparian habitat 

Enhanced water quality through reduced bank and 

channel erosion 

The Long Tom Watershed Council thanks our partners and funders! 

We replaced the original 18ó culvert with a 66óx 51ó 
corrugated metal pipe arch. It was filled with two feet 
of river rock to provide a continual stream bed through 
the culvert. The first 230õ of existing channel down-
stream of the culvert was raised by adding 95 yd3 of 
river rock and 10 log weirs. 1,150õ of new channel was 
excavated across the landownerõs pasture and the   
excavated material was placed in the abandoned 
channel segment along the driveway. Log weirs buried 
at 25õ intervals, erosion control fabric, and grass   
seeding are currently stabilizing the new channel     
section. Over time, newly planted native willows, trees, 
and shrubs will keep the channel from eroding.   

Construction: The new 66ó by 51ó culvert was stabilized 
with river rock to decrease erosion and improve fall 
through spring passage for cutthroat trout.   

After the Project: Volunteers planted hundreds of native 
trees and shrubs along the tributary channel. The tubes 
help project the seedlings and increases moisture levels. 

Site Map: The line shows the path of the tributary. The 
section leading away from the driveway represents the 
1,150õ of newly excavated channel. 

Culvert pre-project: The 18ó culvert was undersized 
and its outlet was perched above the stream. 
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While hiking, fishing, or working along streams and wetlands in 
the watershed, you may have paused to look at small turtles 
warming themselves on a log during a summer afternoon. As 
wetland habitat disappears and non-native turtles and bullfrogs 
grow in numbers, this sight will become increasingly rare. Both 
species of native turtles in Oregon, the western pond and the 
western painted, can be found in the Long Tom Watershed. Their 
numbers are decreasing due to habitat loss, competition from 
non-native species, and human disturbance. As a result, both  
ƴŀǘƛǾŜ ǘǳǊǘƭŜ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ƭƛǎǘŜŘ ƻƴ hǊŜƎƻƴΩǎ ǎŜƴǎƛǘƛǾŜ ǎǇŜŎƛŜǎ ƭƛǎǘΦ 
This list has no regulatory ramifications. 
 

The images of the western painted turtle (at right) and the  
western pond turtle (below) show major features that distinguish 
them from non-native snapping turtles and red-eared sliders. 
Both native species are small to medium-sized reptiles growing 
up to 10 inches long and live in wetland and riparian habitats.   
 

In particular, native turtles are declining from a loss of quality freshwater habitat containing plenty of food 
and dry, upland habitat with sparse vegetation for nesting. The draining and filling of wetlands, the alteration 
of streamside vegetation, and the disappearance of native upland vegetation has also decreased the amount 
of native turtle habitat. Non-native, larger turtles from the eastern United States, such as the red-eared slider 
and snapping turtle, outcompete native turtles for food, ideal habitat space, and other resources. Introduced 
bullfrogs, also from the East and Midwest, can be a major predator of young turtles. The illegal collection of 
turtles for pets also contributes to their decline. 

 
 If you own land around ponds, streams, or wetlands, here are 
 some of the ways you can improve native turtle habitat. 
 

Protect nesting areas: Turtles nest in dry, sparsely         
vegetated areas that receive plenty of sun. 
Remove invasive plants such as reed canary grass which has 
ǘƘƛŎƪ Ǌƻƻǘǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǘǳǊǘƭŜǎ ŎŀƴΩǘ ŘƛƎ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǘƻ ƴŜǎǘΦ 
Plant native riparian and wetland vegetation which        
provides important refuge for young turtles. 
Leave/create basking structures: Turtles use logs, woody 
debris, root wads, and boulders to sun themselves and rest. 
Remove bullfrogs: But first, make sure you know the        
ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴŎŜ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ ōǳƭƭŦǊƻƎǎ ŀƴŘ ƴŀǘƛǾŜ ŦǊƻƎǎΦ ό±ƛǎƛǘ h5C²Ωǎ 
website for more information.) 

 

 
For more information about native turtles, what you can do, and 
how to report sightings of native turtles, please visit the Native 
Turtles of Oregon website at ww.oregonturtles.com. 
 

 

Images courtesy of Oregon Department of Fish & 
Wildlife, Oregon Zoo, & Native Turtles of Oregon 

Native turtles of Oregon: 
Why theyõre disappearing and what you can do 


