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Subj ect: Improving L ong Tom W atershed L and Ste vardship through Tribal E ngagement

D ear Spirit M ountain C ommunity F und,

W e are writing to express our commitment to and support for the L ong Tom W atershed
Council )s Spirit M ountain Community Fund grant proposal focused on improving L ong
Tom W atershed land stewardship through Tribal engagement. W e hope to engage
interes4ed 4ribal members in the restoration and stewardship of our property , the A ndrew
R ea so n er W i ld l i f e P re ser v e .

Our property supports 283 acres of mixed species woodlands and oak and pine savanna,
and l O acres of upland prairie. In 2004, we purchased the property off L orane H ighway
south of E ugene w ith the intent to restore the health of the forest and preserve valuable
forestland from development. W e soon leamed from local conservation experts tha4 the
land contained valuable oak savanna/woodland and some rare, native prairie plants. The
property had been in bankruptcy and had been neglected. D ozens of large oak were being
overtopped by D ouglas f r and Scotch broom occurred in v ary ing degrees of density on
over half the property along w ith blackberry .

F or the next nine years we spent considerable time and money f ghting invasives,
securing some grant money to save the most threatened oak trees, burning abandoned
slash piles, and planting barren areas to outcompete Scotch broom and blackberry . ln
addition, we planted native species to further enhance the prairie habitat, including tall
c as, sticky cinquefoil, blue-eyed grass, clarkia, Oregon geranium, and showy
milkweed. W e planted showy tarweed (madia) in the lower meadow on the and property
elsewhere. It has spread widely and we would welcome its harvest along with other
plants. W e now manage l 42 acres for conserv ation and 151 acres as sustainable
forestland, which we intend to selectively harvest from to help support stewarding the
c o n ser v at i o n a r e a .

In 2015, M cE enzie River Trust finalized the acquisition of a conservation easement on
the property, recognizing that it supports some of the best remaining pine savanna and
oak woodland/savanna habitat in the southern Willamette Valley. In 2016, the LongTom
W atershed Council was awarded an O\NEB restoration grant to further restore 65 acres of
open oak woodland, 15 acres of oak savanna, contro1 invasiv es, and enhance 20 acres of
prairie remnants which support great native plant diversity .

Xhe proposed project would complement the oak and prairie habitat restoration by
engaging native people, adults and youth, in workshops to talk about the proposed
restoration, to share knowledge and understanding about oak and prairie habitat, and to



understand the interest of tribal members and native people in E ugene and Springfield in
helping care for the property long term through harvesting and stewardship activities.

Our family has a long history of Tribal involvement. L inda started her career working for
a decade on educational proj ects on the Cherokee and Sioux reservations along w ith
some other communities. A fter sew ing as a teacher/teacher trainer for those ten years,
L inda w orked in local schools for l 8 years, part of that time as Special progr(uns
D irector, including the Indian E ducation program in Springfield. Her interest in Indian
education led to her return to consulting on reserv ation schools on the N avaj o, H opi and
H avasupai reservations until she retired. D oug directed two federal prograrns that
prov ided consulting ior early reading instruction for a number of native schools. Our
daughters have continued this commitment to supporting F irst N ations. Our younger
daughter, L eah, has worked over two years as a physician assistant at the Pascua Y aqui
H ealth C enter near Tucson, A Z (http://w ww .elrio.org/locations/pascua-yaqui-clinic/).
Our older daughter has been part of the B lack M esa Indigenous Support ne4Wiork for nine
y ears (https://w ww .facebook .com/B lackM esaIndigenousSupport) .

W e are committed to hosting and participating in tw o workshops on our property and
look forward to learning from the proposed proj ect. W e are interested in 1eaming more
about the potential to formalize a mechanism for long-term triba1 engagement. W e look
forward to hean ng your decision and partnering w ith the L ong Tom W atershed Council
and tribal members on this proj ect. P lease contact us if you have any questions.

S incerely ,

  c/ /) 


