
  

 

 
LONG TOM WATERSHED COUNCIL 

March 2005 
Monthly Meeting 

Tuesday, March 29, 6:30-9:00 
Lower Long Tom Subbasin—Monroe Community Center 

Our Mission: 
The Long Tom Watershed Council serves to improve water quality and watershed condition in the Long 

Tom River basin through education, consultation, and cooperation among all interests, using the collective 
wisdom and voluntary action or our community members. 
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Water Quality Monitoring Volunteer,                  
Jack Detweiler, risks life and limb to measure the 
conductivity from Amazon Creek at Danebo Rd.  

Agenda 
 
6:30  Sign In, Browse Info               
 and Socialize 
 

7:00  Welcome &                               
 Introductions 
 

7:10  Senate Bill 1010: 
  The Practical Answers 
   Introduction - Rolf                     
   Anderson 
 

7:20 Panel Discussion: 
  Mike Powers, ODA 
  Eric Horning, Benton  SWCD 
  Paul Reed, East Lane  SWCD
       

8:10 Break 
 

8:20 Reports 
 Steering—Mike Kesling 
 Sub-committees—Chairpersons 
 Staff  
  

8:40 Correspondence &  
 Announcements 
 

9:00 Adjourn 
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Meeting Backgrounder 
 

SB1010: The Practical Answers 
 

March’s Council Meeting will feature a panel discussion on the Agricultural Water Quality Program, 
more commonly known as Senate Bill 1010. The panel participants include: Mike Powers, Oregon Depart-
ment of Agriculture; Eric Horning, Benton Soil & Water Conservation District; and, Paul Reed, East Lane 
Soil & Water Conservation District.  
 

Information Provided by Mike Powers, ODA, and Dana Erickson, Council Coordinator 
 
In 1993, Senate Bill 1010 created the Agricultural Water Quality Program at the Oregon Department of 
Agriculture (ODA). The legislation authorized ODA to develop Agricultural Water Quality Management 
Area Plans (Area Plans) to address water quality issues associated with agricultural activities, and also 
gave ODA the authority to adopt rules to implement the Area Plans. Senate Bill 502, passed in 1995, gave 
ODA the lead responsibility to regulate agriculture with respect to water quality.  
 
The state Board of Agriculture provides ODA with the following policy direction to implement Senate Bill 
1010 around the state: 
 
♦ Develop goal-oriented approaches, not prescriptive approaches. 
♦ Accommodate differences between geographic areas. 
♦ Focus on voluntary initiative and approaches to plan goals. 
♦ Provide clear enforcement provisions to be utilized where needed as a backstop. 
♦ Meet agriculture’s responsibilities for complying with multiple water quality laws. 
♦ Proactively address agricultural water quality issues. 
♦ Address fish habitat concerns related to water quality to provide the broadest possible protection for 

farmers and ranchers relative to both water quality and fish regulatory programs. 
 
The Agriculture Water Quality Program is a means for agriculture to satisfy a variety of state and federal 
water quality mandates, including the Clean Water Act, Groundwater Management Act, Safe Drinking 
Water Act, Coastal Zone Management Act and National Estuary Program. Combined with voluntary and 
regulatory programs, it also helps meet agriculture’s commitments in the Oregon Plan for Salmon and Wa-
tersheds. 
 
From 1996 to early 2004, ODA developed 39 Area Plans to address agricultural water quality issues 
around Oregon. The Area Plans cover virtually all of the state except federal, reservation, and tribal trust 
lands. ODA adopted Agricultural Water Quality Management Areas Rules (Area Rules) to implement Area 
Plans in each of the 39 regions. The Agriculture Water Quality Program is now focused on working with 
the agricultural community, Soil and Water Conservation Districts (SWCDs) and other partners to imple-
ment the Area Plans and Rules.  
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Council Business 
 

Local Implementation & Compliance 
 

  For the Long Tom Watershed, the local plan and rules are called the Upper Willamette and Upper 
Siuslaw Agricultural Water Quality Management Plan.  The Long Tom Watershed Council has been as-
sisting landowners with restoration project planning and funding since helping to complete the initial plan 
for this area in 2003. The Council helped by providing technical information and recommending council 
members to serve on the Local Advisory Team.   
 Using grant funding from ODA, OWEB, and other sources, both the Long Tom Watershed Council 
and East Lane SWCD work with the agricultural and rural communities and provide technical assistance, 
obtain financial support, and present educational opportunities.  Besides project grant funding, programs 
available include the Conservation Reserve Enhancement Program (CREP), a state-federal partnership to 
provide financial incentives to growers to enhance and protect their streamside areas. Another good option 
is the Environmental Quality Incentive Program (EQUIP), a program of the USDA Natural Resources 
Conservation Service that often provides important water quality benefits.  
 The East Lane SWCD is the Local Management Agency that has the responsibility for making the 
plan and rules a success. In this role, the SWCD has assisted a landowner who received a complaint to help 
develop a plan that would alleviate the adverse conditions. ODA has been active in compliance work in 
this area since at least the year 2000, working with the Oregon Department of Environmental Quality 
(DEQ) before the Area Rules were in place. Up to the present, ODA has received three complaints and is-
sued one Water Quality Advisory. Statewide, ODA has received 109 complaints and issued 39 Water 
Quality Advisories, six Letters of Warning, and three Notices of Noncompliance. 
 This year the SWCD will help in the review of the Area Plan, working with ODA and a local advi-
sory team to review the plan and rules to date and determine if any changes are necessary. During the last 
planning effort, the Long Tom Watershed Council provided important technical information to the local 
team, as well as recommending growers for the team that had watershed experience. This partnership 
served all parties tremendously well.  
  

Literature Available 
 

 Water Quality and Agriculture in Oregon 
(ODA) This is the most basic brochure on SB 1010. It provides basic information on the SB 1010 pro-
grams to farmers, ranchers and the general public. Free.   

 Getting Ahead of the Curve with SB 1010 
(ODA) More in-depth explanation of how individual farm plans fit in when there is not a SB 1010 plan in 
place versus when there is a SB 1010 in place. Free.   

 Early Action Guide 
(ODA) Suggestions and guidance for SWCDs, watershed councils, and other natural resource groups who 
want to get a head start on watershed planning activities for agriculture that will be compatible with a SB 
1010 plan adopted later. Free. 
  

 Small Acreage Soil & Water Educational Materials 
(Washington County SWCD) 20 fact sheets and a full-color pamphlet on good land management practices 
and soil and water conservation.  Nominal cost. Contact Washington County SWCD at (503) 648-3174. 
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 Watershed Announcements 
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Watershed Announcements 

 

SPRING IS COMING! 
 

  Are you excited for warmer weather?  The plants and animals are too!   
 
So what is the vernal equinox anyway?  It’s a few days away, so come learn,  
celebrate, and explore spring with us!  We will build a nest & learn just why those 
birds are singing.  Why, we’ll even look at some seeds (and eat some too!) and learn 
about the amazing germination process.   
 

Of course we will look for signs of spring around the wetlands, so come prepared to 
be outside – rain or shine!    
 

Meet at the West Eugene Wetlands Yurt on March 19th from 10:00-11:30 a.m.   
Ages 8-12, call Holly McRae at 683-6494 to register. 

 

W.R.E.N. and the West Eugene Wetlands Partnership Present……. 

SHOW ME THE WEST EUGENE WETLANDS              
COMMUNITY PHOTO EXHIBIT 
In honor of American Wetlands Month, WREN and the West Eugene Wetlands Partnership are 
sponsoring their third annual community photo exhibit. Show Me the West Eugene Wetlands 
will hang at Cafe Paradiso May 1 through May 28. Submit your personal photo of the West 

Eugene Wetlands Saturday, April 23rd for a community exhibit. Selected photos will be on dis-
play at Café Paradiso through May, 2005. THERE IS NO ENTRY FEE! There will be a reception 

for the artists and interested parties Friday, May 6 in conjunction with the scheduled May First  
Friday ArtWalk. Please note the guidelines listed below: 

 

♦1-2 pieces may be entered 
♦Subject matter should be located in the West Eugene Wetlands 

♦Work must be delivered matted or framed and ready-to-hang Saturday, April 
  23rd between noon and 4 p.m. to Cafe Paradiso, 115 W. Broadway 

♦ Space permitting, all pieces will hang. If there is not enough room, any 
   pieces not hung should be picked up Saturday, April 30. All artists will be 

  notified by phone or email. 
♦ Pieces in the show will need to be picked up at Cafe Paradiso on 

  Saturday, May 28 between 1 and 4 p.m. 
♦ Work will not be offered for sale, however, information for contacting 

    individual artists will be made available upon request 
 Contact Diantha Hull for submission forms and more information at 

   345-1632. 
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Calendar  

 
Long Tom Watershed  

Council Meeting 
Tuesday, March 29 

6:30-9:00  
Monroe Community Center 
(see p.2 for  backgrounder; 

see back page for directions) 

SPRING IS COMING! 
West Eugene Wetlands  
Education Program 
(see p.5 for details)  

Long Tom Watershed Council 
Steering Committee Meeting 
6:30-9:00 
Council Office 

 
 
 

Forage & Pasture Management 
Course 

This 10-week course covers a comprehensive 
range of topics - fertility, fertilizers, soils, forage 
species, grazing, fencing, riparian areas, hay and 
silage, nutritional value, minerals, weeds,  
poisonous plants, etc. 
Students come away with solid appreciation for 
practical forage management, fertility, fertilizers, 
and forage-based nutrition. And they also get a 
good opportunity to learn about and appreciate the 
activities and products of the sponsors. 
 

The class begins on March 23 and runs through 
June 1. For details and registration see p. 8. 

THURSDAY 

14 

SATURDAY 

19 

SATURDAY 

23 
Show Me the West Eugene Wetlands 
Community Photo Exhibit 
Deadline for Photo Submissions 
(see p. 5 for details) 

March 

April 

TUESDAY 

29 

TUESDAY 

26 Long Tom Watershed  
Council Meeting 

Tuesday, April 26 
6:30-9:00 

Amazon Subbasin 
(details in next month’s      

newsletter) 
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Directions to Monroe Community Center 

Long Tom Watershed Council Newsletter 

Long Tom Watershed Council 
Phone: 683-6578    e-mail: coordinator@longtom.org 
www.longtom.org 
751 S. Danebo Avenue 
Eugene, OR 97402 

Directions: 
 
From Highway 99, turn 
west onto Main Street   
directly across from 
Terry’s Gas and Repair in 
downtown Monroe. The 
Community Center is one 
block west of Highway 99 
on Main Street,  across 
the intersection from the 
Post Office. 


