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Monroe’s Long Tom River: Its History and Potential

‘ By E.R. Lee collaboration. It will explore ideas [ P = R o T - -
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Did you know that the Long
Tom River in Monroe once hosted
steam paddle-wheelers to convey
grain to market? Are you captivat-
ed by the information potential of
aerial mapping? Would you be sur-
prised to learn that juvenile spring
chinook, cutthroat trout, and lam-
preys rely on our river for part of
their annual life cycle? Does the
intersecting history of the Long
Tom River, the City of Monroe,
and the Army Corps of Engineers
hold fascination for you? If so,
then you missed a fabulous oppor-
tunity to learn more at the regular
public meeting of the Long Tom
Watershed Council on Tuesday,
Nov. 27, at the Monroe Commu-
nity Library.

The Long Tom Watershed
Council enjoys a well-deserved
reputation for interesting and in-
formative public meetings as well
as successful projects that im-
prove water quality and watershed

“condition in the Long Tom River
basin. A standing-room-only au-
dience applauded the Council pre-
sentations Tuesday evening.

Several speakers were on hand
to describe a new project and seek
public involvement. The Coun-
cil’s new project will be driven by
~whlic narticinatian and voluntary

river’s ability to handle high flows,
improve habitat conditions for na-
tive fish and wildlife, improve
upstream fish migration, and con-
sider the needs and perspectives of
local residents and the watershed
community. For residents of the
City of Monroe, that includes the
status of the Long Tom River as a
source of drinking water and rec-
reation opportunities.

The Council collaborates with
volunteer private landowners to
improve water quality and wa-
tershed condition in the Long
Tom River basin. Tony Stroda,
a fourth-generation farmer in
the Monroe area, was among the
speakers who' drew applause on
Tuesday. He reminisced about
his grandfather’s ability to catch
cutthroat trout “by the sack-full”
on the Long Tom in the 1940’s
and his own limited success these
days. Stroda, has been a local
leader on the Council and a strong
voice for good stewardship of the
land and river. He encouraged lo-
cal landowners to participate in the
Council’s new project. “The Long
Tomy Watershed Council is not
a government body. Everything
they propose is voluntary,” noted
Stroda. “Give it a try. There is no
pressure.”

Cameron Bishop, U.S. Army

Graham Hilson, Rann Millar, Tony Stroda, and Cameron Bishop enjoy the opportunity to visit
during a break at the Long Tom Watershed Council public meeting on Tuesday, November 27

at Monroe Community Library.

Corps of Engineers Natural Re-
source Specialist from Eugene,
was another of Tuesday evening’s
lively presenters. He gave a brief
but fascinating illustrated history
of the Army Corp of Engineers
leading up to its present role in
managing the risks associated
with flooding along the Long Tom.
Using photos and steries, Bishop
gave the audience a taste of Mon-

roe’s historic past and the role of
the Army Corps in present condi-
tions along the length of the Long

Tom River. He also clarified the

role of the Army Corp in manag-
ing the river.

On the technical side, Chris
Smith, a Senior Project Engineer
at River Design Group, described
how the latest mapping technol-
ogy is providing information for

the Council’s new project. Using
examples from other locations in
the nearby Willamette River basin,
Smith explained how aerial maps .
and flood inundation models have
been used in other locations. In
the new Long Tom River project,
these tools will aid the project by
revealing where small changes

See WATERSHED, page 3
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