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Monroe and Long Tom Watershed Council: considering options
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By E. Lee tial opportunities that the Long Tom )
7:'lbun¢—Nn a River provides, With these theee or- H‘ ﬁv l'
ganizations working together and ile o) ™ LY
Long Tom Watershed Council soliciting public fmput, all options «2 o ‘? (“‘
hosted & well-atiended public meet-  are being considered and oppartu- Tk . e

at Monroe Community Library  mities are being recognized for co-

O Thursday. June 8. The gathering  ordinating and collaboration.
h“mmlmcsmu Two presentations ot the June
10 the watcrshied council’s ongoing 8 public meeting gave attendees
project 1o identify opportunitics for information and  the
improvements all along the Jow.  opponunity to sk guestions about
er portion of the Long Tom River.  the significance of the Long Tom
This is the third public mecting to  for native fish and the opportuni-
consider ways 10 improve habitat  ties that exist to improve watershed

and watershed quality in the river,  quality.

mmmm% The fint presentation festured
mdmm mmng OSU edueator, Stan
e  Gregory, a fisheries biologist, He
project,  described the many species of im-
‘m:ﬁpﬂm muudvemwulm
gbﬁ-;bylhhmymd Trout, that rely on tributaries of the
Engineers and the City of Monroe.  Willametie River such as the Loog

cmmuMAmmawmgcmmmnmcmw
and Dave Claborn of Monroe Public Works discuss options for iImprovements along the Long

The Army Corps manages the Toim River, Tom River in Monroe.
Tom mmmmm‘;: Gregory noted that the Long  five fish, Because the Long Tom i into its slow moving tributanies and  into the Willamette 45 they mustate.
for flood contral, The City of Mon- Tom River is an important tributary  lowland river, during winter Bood-  channels. For example. Juvenile During winter, these immavare Hish
toe is planning revitalization cfforts of the Willamette Basin and plays 2 Ing it provides a refuge for fish, ex-  Chinook Salmoa that are spawned
that include considering the poten-  viel role in the life histories of na- pecially juvenile fish which move i the McKenzie buio move out See LONG TOM, page 12
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escape imtense fiood currents in the
Willamette by (aking refuge in shal-
fow eddies along the edge of the
Long Tom River,

Gregary described mmeteen i
tve fish species that rely on the
Long Tom River foc at least part of
their life cycle. He poted that the
options for Losg Tom River um-
provements being coasidered by
1he commanity are important o the
fish and other aguatic life. These
mmprovements mclude efforts W
make wse of the past histoey of the
river.

Hnmnully the Loag Tom me-

dered in & winding path "
the Willamenie River. ln\b 1940%
the Anny Corp stratghtened the riv-
e, cutting off |3 mikes of channel
wegmeots. Most of these historic
channel segments are on privite
fermland and can be Identified -
ing serial photography.
Reconnecting these channcls o
the muin stem of the niver is known
10 have a beneficial impact on Hood
control, fish, and watershed quali.

1y. The watershed council’s progecs
goal is to identify sites slong the
Jower Loag Tom where feconnect-
ing the channel to the main stem
wouild have no pegative impact for
the lsnd pwner, and then o work
with land owness 1o identify spe-
cilic ppportunitics und willing part.
ners. Two of those historic chamnels
ooour near the Monroe City Park
and involve the Moaroe drop ssruc-
ture,

Denise Hoffen, o local consul
tanL. was also on hand to contribite

f oo sboot reluted  water

shod projects on similar streama in
the Willumette Basin and their im-
pact when complete. Hoffert noted
that the prescoce of the drop strac-
ture, or dam, in Monroe is known 10
bo a barrier to the movement of fish
and seduments at a key bocation that
s chose o the Willamette River.

Hoffert described projects that
she managed in other commumities
such as Brownsville that decided
reaiave drop stroctures i the river.
In each case, the community deci-
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siom o remove the dam was made
after thorough considerstivn with
help from their Calapooia Water-
shed Council, and then the waler
shed council moved on to belp fund
engineering research i the three
site 10 Identily specific goals and
requirements. This was follawed
by the actanl work, which ngain,
the watershed partnered with the
commumity o obtain funding and
IWL

The goul of the Long Tom Wa.
tershed Councll’s current project is
10 |dentify locations all along the

lower Long Tom River where land-

owner would be willing to pastner
with the council 10 reconnect old
river channels to the main sem of
the river. Simultancously, the goal
of the Army Corps is 1o identify and
prioritize maimenance

mmmmmm
the drop structure in Moaros, and
d\emﬂldmc‘i’!ydmhp




